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SUMMARY: POLITICAL DIRECTORS DISCUSS EURO-ARAB DIALOGUE 
AND ARAB REQUEST FOR POLITICAL DISCUSSIONS. END SUMMARY. 

1 . BELGIAN EC PRESIDENCY DIRECTOR (DE SCHOT JTHEETE) TOLD 
US THAT EC POLITICAL DIRECTORS HAD AN "EXCHANGE OF VIEWS" 

ABOUT THE ARAB REQUEST FOR POLITICAL DISCUSSIONS AS PART 
OF THE EURO-ARAB DIALOGUE. HE SAID THE "MAJORITY VIEW" 
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WAS THAT EUROPEANS COULD NOT FOREVER KEEP AVOIDING SOME 
TYPE OF POLITICAL DISCUSSIONS IF THEY WANTED TO KEEP THE 
EURO-ARAB DIALOGUE GOING. HE SAID SOME DIRECTORS "WERE 
VERY RELUCTANT TO OPEN THE DOOR" TO ANY KIND OF POLITICAL 
DISCUSSIONS. 

2. DE SCHOUTHEETE SAID THAT IF THERE WERE EVENTUALLY TO BE 
SUCH DISCUSSIONS, THE DIRECTORS DECIDED THAT THEY WERE TO 
BE VIEWED AS AN "EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION" OR A "DISCUSSION 
GROUP" AND IN NO WAY BE CONSTRUED AS "NEGOTIATIONS." 

IF SUCH POLITICAL DISCUSSIONS WERE TO TAKE PLACE AS PART 
OF THE EURO-ARAB DIALOGUE, THE POLITICAL DIRECTORS 
APPROVED THE FOLLOWING GUIDELINES FOR DISCUSSIONS: 

- THE EUROPEAN INTERLOCUTORS WOULD LISTEN, TAKE 
NOTE OF THE CONTENT, AND REPORT BACK TO THE POLITICAL 
DIRECTORS; 

- IF POLITICAL DISCUSSIONS TAKE PLACE, THEY SHOULD 
TAKE PLACE IN A "LIMITED FORUM" (I.E. NOT WITH ALL ARAB 
STATES); 

- THE EUROPEANS SHOULD FIND OUT IN ADVANCE OF TALKS 
WHAT THE ARABS WISH TO TALK ABOUT. (THEY FULLY REALIZE 
THAT PALESTINE WILL BE THE MAIN ARAB TOPIC, SO THERE 

IS SOME ASPECT OF A DELAYING TACTIC TO THIS QUESTION. ) 
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3. DE SCHOUTHEETE SAID THE POLITICAL DIRECTORS LOOKED 
BRIEFLY AT A DOCUMENT ANALYZING THE CURRENT MIDDLE EAST 
SITUATION AND, AFTER SOME BRIEF COMMENT, SENT IT BACK TO 
THE WORKING GROUP FOR FURTHER STUDY. CHAMBERS 
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